CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

indisputable, as it is undisputed, that many
of the new officials and of the new legislators
are corrupt as well as incompetent Certainly
it is remarkable and, so far as my knowledge
of history goes, unique that in a great revolu-
tion m a nation of four hundred millions one
man only should emerge with the capacity for
government; and Yuan Shih Kai, I believe,
will not appear to history to be more than an
astute and tenacious opportunist The recent
revolution has exposed the incapacity and the
lack of character of the southern leaders And,
however sympathetic one may be with the
revolutionists, the question forces itself upon
one whether we have not here another demon-
stration that old bottles will not hold new
wine, that ideas derived from an alien civilisa-
tion may transform the brain, but cannot
penetrate the soul of a different race I sus-
pect, at any rate, that m young China there
is some dislocation between their convictions
and their character, which makes them in-
effective for action towards ends in which they
genuinely believe.

On the other hand, the problem before the
republican revolutionaries is a vast one, and
one which no country has solved without years
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